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PROGRESS OF VAVUNIYA DISTRICT CENTRE OF  

THE INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERS, SRI LANKA  

DURING THE YEAR OF 2019/20 

By: Eng.M.E.Sutharsan  

BSc.Eng.(Hons), MBA, CEng., MIE(SL), GREEN SL® AP  

Immediate Past Chairman, Vavuniya District Centre 2019/20, IESL 

The District Centres of the Institution of Engineers, Sri Lanka (IESL) can be considered as the 

nerve centres of the Institution in the districts, as the case may be, for the advancement of the 

engineering profession and the practice of engineering. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2018/19 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of Vavuniya District Centre (VDC) of the year 

2018/2019 was held in Vavuniya at 6.30 pm on 17th December 2019. AGM was chaired by 

the Chairman Eng.S.Sarankan, it commenced with lighting oil lamps and followed by a 

welcome speech. 

Eng.S.Sarankan, Chairman, VDC 2018/19 expressed his gratitude to all the engineers who 

were actively contributed during his period to organize various activities on behalf VDC of 

IESL, he expressed the importance of district centres of IESL and involvements of Engineers 

who worked in Vavuniya. Chairman briefed past activities and outcomes of Vavuniya District 

Centre during the period of 2018/19  

Followed by the Chairman’s speech, Secretary presented the previous meeting minutes along 

with the financial report of Vavuniya District Centre for the year of 2018/2019. It was 

proposed by Eng. A. Pushparajah and seconded by Eng.A. Kajeevan. Then Eng. A. 

Pushparajah, Chairman, Vadakkin Chapter delivered his speech and he thanked the VDC 

committee 2018/19 for their dedicated service during the last 12 months. 

Chairman invited Eng. A. Pushparajah, Chairman, Vadakkin Chapter to conduct the election 

proceedings for the nomination of office bearers for the committee for 2019/2020 session. At 

the onset, Eng.S.Senthur was proposed as Secretary by Eng.K.Kirubagaran and seconded by 

Eng.V.Sivagumar. Thereafter, Eng.M.E.Sutharsan was proposed as chairman for the year of 

VDC 2019/20 by Eng.A.Kajeevan and seconded by Eng.M.Mayuran. Treasurer and other 

committee members were elected as tabulated below; 
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Table 01: List of Executive Committee of VDC 2019/20 

 

Post Name Proposed by Seconded by 

Chairman Eng. M.E Sutharsan Eng. A.Kajeevan Eng. M.Mayuran 

Secretary Eng. S.Senthur Eng. K.Kirubagaran Eng. V.Sivagumar 

Treasurer Eng. V. Thivagar Eng. V.Sivagumar Eng. A.Kajeevan 

Member 1 Eng. K. Imaasalan Eng. M.Mayuran Eng. S. Manivannan 

Member 2 Eng. P.A.M.M.B.Abeyrathna 
Eng. E.M.T.W.O.P. 

Ekanayake 
Eng. Farasan 

Member 3 Eng. K. Rajkumar 
Eng. E.M.T.W.O.P. 

Ekanayake 
Eng. K. Kajamugathas 

Member 4 Eng. C. Vathanakumar Eng. V.Sivagumar Eng. K.Kirubagaran 

Member 5 Eng.C. Pararuban Eng. K. Rajkumar Eng. S Sutharsan 

 

Chairman-elect, Eng. M.E Sutharsan thanked all the members for selecting him as a chairman. 

And also thanked for the previous committee for their dedicated service and the support is 

given by all the members. Further, he requested the same support from all members for future 

activities of VDC. 

Followed by the speech of Chairman-elect, Eng. X.V. Goonghe delivered a speech. In his 

speech, he requested a new committee to arrange more events and open technical discussions 

in the coming year. Then Chairman-elect thanked Eng. X.V. Goonghe and assured, his 

request will be fulfilled during 2019/20. Then he invited audience to provide their comments. 

The audience requested to conduct activities such as toastmaster program, seminars on 

contract administration, labour law, procurement, and Basic English knowledge development. 

Finally, Secretary-elect delivered vote of thanks and the AGM was adjourned at 21.30 Hrs, 

followed with fellowship dinner. 
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Figure 01: Executive Committee of VDC 2019/20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 02: AGM of VDC 2018/19 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING  

“At its first meeting of a Session, the Executive Committee of each District Centre shall 

prepare a roadmap for effective implementation of its activities identifying the budget for 

each of the activities listed indicating the projected income and expenditure.” (Source: 

Guidelines for Provincial / District Centres, IESL, August 2014).  

Accordingly, the first meeting of the executive committee 2019/20 of Vavuniya District 

Centre was held on 02nd January 2020 and action plan was prepared to ensure the effective 

implementation of our activities and annual budget for the year of 2020 also prepared. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 03: Ex-Co Meeting 
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EVENT NUMBER - 01 

The first event was conducted on 08th January 2020, as a technical talk titled “Challenges in 

Dam safety and Runoff Estimation in Relation to Northern, Sri Lanka” which was conducted 

by the Eng.N.Suthakaran, CEng, MIE(SL), Deputy Director of Irrigation, Department of 

Irrigation (NP). There were 30 Nos. of participants attended in the technical talk. 

 
Figure 04: Event #01 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 05: Feedback from participants 
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EVENT NUMBER - 02 

The next event organized on 22nd January 2020, as a workshop titled “English Language 

Expressions in Professional Report Writing for Engineers” which was conducted by Dr. G. 

Jeyaseelan, PhD, Senior Lecturer (Gr. I), Head of English Language Teaching Unit, Faculty 

of Business Studies, University of Jaffna. There were 32 Nos. of participants attended in the 

workshop. 

 
Figure 06: Event #02 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 07: Feedback from participants 
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EVENT NUMBER - 03 

The third event was conducted on 05th February 2020, as a workshop in the title of “Project 

Management Applications in Managing Contemporary Issues in Engineering Industry” which 

was conducted by Dr. Y.Nanthagopan, PhD (Project Management), Dean-Faculty of Business 

Studies, University of Jaffna. There were 34 Nos. of participants attended in the workshop. 

 

Figure 08: Event #03 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 09: Feedback from participants 
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EVENT NUMBER - 04 

The next event was organized on 12th February 2020, as a technical talk in the area of 

“Renewable Energy for Sustainable Development of Sri Lanka; A Case Study of Mannar 

Wind Power Project”, which was conducted by Eng. A.M.A. Alwis, CEng, MIE(SL),  Chief 

Engineer, Mannar Wind Power Project, CEB. There were 36 Nos. of participants attended in 

the technical talk. 

 

Figure 10: Event #04 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 11: Feedback from participants 
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EVENT NUMBER - 05 

A workshop was conducted on 24th February 2020, on the subject of “Contract 

Administration in Practical Application; Based on SBD-3 Condition of Contract” which was 

conducted by Eng. X.V.Coonghe, CEng, FIE(SL),  Member of the Association of Consulting 

Engineers, Sri Lanka, Adjudicator registered in IESL, and Quality Management Auditor 

(QMA) registered in CIDA, Sri Lanka. 58 Nos. of participants attended the workshop. 

 

 
 

Figure 12: Event #05 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 13: Feedback from participants 
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EVENT NUMBER - 06 

A workshop was organized on 5th March 2020, on the topic of “Managing the Mental Health 

& Its Effects on Productivity” which was conducted by Dr. S.Suthakaran, MBBS, Senior 

Medical Officer, Mental Health Unit of District General Hospital, Vavuniya. 35 Nos of 

participants attended this workshop. 

 

 
  

Figure 14: Event #06 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 15: Feedback from participants 
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EVENT NUMBER - 07 

The next event was organized on 13th March 2020, as a workshop on “Guidance on 

Professional Review Examination (Section - B)” for the March 2020 session, which was 

jointly conducted by Eng. M.E.Sutharsan, CEng, MIE(SL), Chief Engineer, NWS&DB and 

Eng.S.Sarankan, CEng, MIE(SL) Senior Engineer, NWS&DB. There were 17 engineers 

participated this workshop. 

 

Figure 16: Event #07 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Figure 17: Feedback from participants 

Since the entire country was under lockdown due to pandemic, Vavuniya District Centre 

halted conducting all the events by respecting the government regulations in curtailing 

Covid19 pandemic. 
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EVENT NUMBER - 08 

The next event was conducted on 30th July 2020, as a technical talk on the subject of 

“Overcoming the Challenges in Implementing Donor Funded Development Projects: Lesson 

Learnt & Sharing Experiences” soon after the relaxation of regulations to conduct 

meetings/events in the country. This talk was delivered by Eng. N.Suthakaran, CEng, 

MIE(SL),  Deputy Director of Irrigation, Department of Irrigation (NP). There were 27 

participants attended to this technical talk 

 

Figure 18: Event #08 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 19: Feedback from participants 

 



 
Progress of Vavuniya District Centre of IESL – 2019/20 

 

EVENT NUMBER - 09 

A technical talk was conducted on 18th August 2020, in the area of “Failures of Engineers in 

construction Projects and Remedial Measures” which was conducted by Eng. 

S.Ruthiralingam, CEng, FIE(SL), who is an adjudicator registered in the IESL. There were 35 

participants attended to this session. 

 
Figure 20: Event #09 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 21: Feedback from participants 
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EVENT NUMBER - 10 

The tenth event was conducted on 03rd September 2020, on the subject of “Effect of Climate 

Change on Water Resources” by Eng.D.S.D. Jayasiriwardene, CEng, FIE(SL), Water Supply 

Specialist, UNDP. There were 31 Nos of participants attended to this technical talk. 

 

Figure 22: Event #10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 23: Feedback from participants 
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EVENT NUMBER - 11 

A workshop was conducted on 16th September 2020, on the topic of “Personality 

Development for Effective Performance of Engineers” which was conducted by Brigadier 

Anuruddha Seneviratne, USP psc, Brigade Commander, Sri Lanka Army. There were 28 Nos 

of participants attended in this workshop. 

 

Figure 24: Event #11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 25: Feedback from participants 
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EVENT NUMBER - 12 

The next event was conducted on 24th September 2020, as a workshop in the title of “Labour 

Law for Engineers” which was delivered by Mrs. S.Sivaranjini, Sri Lanka Administrative 

Service (SLAS) officer, who is an Assistant Commissioner of Labour. There were 30 Nos of 

participants attended the workshop. 

 

 

Figure 26: Event #12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 27: Feedback from participants 
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EVENT NUMBER – 13 

The next event was conducted on 24th September 2020, as a workshop on the topic of 

“Introduction on Right to Information (RTI) Act” which was conducted by Mrs. B.Vinothine, 

from Transparency International Sri Lanka. There were 20 Nos of participants attended the 

workshop. 

 

 
 

Figure 28: Event #13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 29: Feedback from participants 

 



 

Progress of Vavuniya District Centre of IESL – 2019/20 
 

EVENT NUMBER - 14 

A workshop was conducted on 29th September 2020, on the topic of “Cultivating an 

Unshakable Mind for Engineers’ Effective Performance” which was conducted by Eng.R.P. 

Wanigasekara, CEng, MIE(SL), Assistant General Manager in NWS&DB. 21 Nos of 

participants attended the workshop. 

 

 

Figure 30: Event #14  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 31: Feedback from participants 
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EVENT NUMBER - 15 

A workshop was organized on 02nd October 2020, on “Guidance on Professional Review 

Examination (Section - B)” through zoom platform for the October 2020 session, which was 

jointly conducted by Eng. M.E.Sutharsan, CEng, MIE(SL),  Chief Engineer, NWS&DB and 

Eng.S.Sarankan, CEng, MIE(SL), Senior Engineer, NWS&DB. 20 Nos of engineers 

participated the workshop. 

 

 

Figure 32: Event #15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 33: Feedback from participants 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2019/20  

Finally, the annual general meeting of VDC for the year of 2019/20 was conducted on 7th 

January 2021, which was chaired by Eng.M.E.Sutharsan, Chairman VDC 2019/20. 

The Chief Guest, Prof. (Eng.) Ranjith Dissanayake, CEng, FIE(SL), PhD, Secretary - 

Ministry of Rural Roads and other Infrastructures, the Guests of Honor, Mr. S.M.Saman 

Bandulasena, Government Agent / District Secretary, Vavuniya, Eng. Arjuna Manamperi, 

CEng, FIE(SL), President-Elect, The Institution of Engineers, Sri Lanka, and Special Guest, 

Eng. A. Pushparajah, Chairman – Vadakkin Chapter graced the occasion. 

 

Figure 34: Flyer & Agenda for AGM 2019/20 – VDC 
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Figure 35: Guests and Committee Member of VDC 
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Figure 36: Participated Members via Zoom 
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As the summary, Ex-co 2019/20 - VDC has assumed the office in mid of December 2019 and 

started the activities in early January 2020. However, we were unable to conduct the events 

from mid of March 2020 due to country’s lockdown caused by COVID-19 pandemic. 

However, we could resume conducting events in late July 2020. Unfortunately, yet again, all 

the scheduled events were halted from early October 2020 due to the prevailing pandemic 

situation across the globe. 

Having said that, it is the vital responsibility of the District Centre to carry out all necessary 

activities to look after the interests of their members of all disciplines, as such VDC has done 

everything to the higher standard to benefit engineers, to uphold their knowledge and skills, 

and to develop their professional carrier at the maximum level with the excellent delivery 

record in conducting 15 Nos of events during a tough year, and was endorsed by the 

President-Elect of IESL, Eng. Arjuna Manamperi, CEng, FIE(SL). In addition, all the 

participants were awarded certificates and resources persons were honoured with souvenirs 

and certificates by Vavuniya District Centre. 

 Figure 37: Endorsement of President-Elect, IESL 
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